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prevent Thackeray from discovering beneath this forbidding ex-
terior a loyal, sensitive, and considerate friend.

For years the two men remained good companions, yet even
during this period they occasionally disagreed. Thackeray admired
his friend's learning, talent, and hard-headed practicality in busi-
ness matters, but he did not feel that these qualities warranted
Forster's habitual assumption, however well-intentioned, of dic-
tatorial authority over the affairs of others. In the combination of
Forster's ponderous person and magisterial airs he found a subject
that cried out for caricature, and kind friends were not slow to
inform Forster of his handiwork. Moreover, though he made no
complaint, Thackeray can hardly have been pleased by Forster's
appointment in 1842 as editor of The Foreign Quarterly Review,
for he wanted the post himself.

While Vanity Fair was appearing, Thackeray's relations with
Forster underwent a decisive change. The modus vivendi which
the two had maintained when Thackeray was a struggling journal-
ist collapsed when he became a great man. Forster was too ingenu-
ous to hide the stirrings of jealousy to which the unexpected
triumph of his early comrade of the press gave rise. He honestly
believed that Thackerayan realism reflected a false and misleading
view of life, which it was his duty to combat, and he inveighed
against the decline in public taste that was revealed by the current
tendency to place Thackeray above or on a par with Dickens.
Inevitably his reviews in The Examiner reflected his convic-
tions. Where Thackeray was accustomed to generous praise, he
was now dismayed to meet with harsh and, so he felt, unjust
criticism.

The first serious quarrel between the two old friends occurred
in June, 1847, when Tom Taylor told Thackeray that Forster had
abused the early installments of "Puncffs Prize Novelists" (later
called Novels by Eminent Hands} to him, and had said that their
author was "false as hell."89 This fracas was patched up, but
others followed. A letter to Thackeray written (but possibly not
sent) by Forster about October, 1854, summarizes the stormy his-

89The letters exchanged on this subject are printed below, Nos. 394-403.